
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.familyviolencelaw.gov.au  

What happens if a parent  

doesn’t follow Parenting 

Orders? 

www.familyviolencelaw.gov.au 

Can I make arrangements 

for my children without 
going to court? 

If a parent doesn’t follow Parenting Orders, this is called 
‘breaching’ or ‘contravening’ the orders.  

 

In some cases, when a parent breaks Parenting Orders, the 
other parent can file an application to ask the court to fix the 
breach or to enforce the orders. The Family Courts will not 
enforce a Parenting Plan as this is not a court order.  

 

Get legal advice before you start contravention proceedings, as 
it may not be the best option for you. You may have to pay the 
other side’s legal costs if you lose.  

 

For more information on contravention proceedings, get legal 
advice.  

 

 

 

While  we have  t r ied  to  make the  in format ion  here  as  up - to-date  and accurate  a s  
poss ib le ,  the  law i s  complex  and a lways  chang ing.  A l l  legal  problems a re  d i f ferent .  You  
shou ld see  a  lawyer  to  get  adv ice  about  your  problem.  Legal  A id NSW,  Nat iona l  Legal  A id  
and the  Commonwealth  Attorney -General ’ s  Department  are  not  l iable  for  any  errors  or  
omiss ions,  or  fo r  any  los s  or  damage that  ar i ses  f rom any per son  who re l ies  on  any 

in format ion  on  th is  fact she et .  Th is  factsheet  was deve loped in  2019.  

  

The Family Courts may decide that a parent broke the order, 
but had a reasonable excuse for doing so.  

 

If there was a reasonable excuse the Family Courts may dismiss 
the application and ask the parent who started the 
contravention proceedings to pay the other side’s legal costs. 

You can get legal advice about what is a reasonable excuse. 

What if there is a reason the Parenting 
Order wasn’t being followed? 


