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Can I make arrangements 

for my children without 
going to court? 

Independent Children’s Lawyers are not used in all 
cases.  

 

An Independent Children’s Lawyer may be used if 
there are serious allegations of domestic and family 
violence, child abuse, neglect, mental health issues 
or other complicated issues in your case.  

 

They can also be used if your children are older and 
have strong views about what they want.  

 

When is an Independent 
Children’s Lawyer used? 

An Independent Children’s Lawyer is a lawyer who helps the court decide what is in 
the best interests of your children. They come up with their own position about 
what is in the best interests of your children and don’t have to agree with either 
parent’s position.  
 
 
They may talk to your children and will gather evidence to give the Court. For 
example, from your children’s school or doctor. Children don’t usually give 

evidence at court. 
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If your children have strong views about what they 
want, the Independent Children’s Lawyer may tell 
the court what their views are, but they don’t 
have to agree with them.  

 

They don’t have to do what your children ask. The 
Independent Children’s Lawyer makes their own 
decision and tells the court what they consider to 
be in the best interests of your children based on 
the evidence in your case. 

 

Does an Independent 

Children’s Lawyer have to do 
what my child wants? 

Whi le  we have  tr ied  to  make the  information  here a s  up -to-date and  accurate  as  
poss ib le,  the law i s  complex  and always  chang ing.  A l l  legal  prob lems are  di f fe rent.  
You should see a  lawyer  to  get  adv ice  about your  problem.  Legal  A id NSW,  National  
Legal  A id and the  Commonwealth Attorney -Genera l’ s  Department are  not  l iab le  for  
any error s  or  omiss ions,  o r  for  any loss  or  damage  that  ar i se s  from any person  who 

rel ies  on  any  information  on  thi s  fact sheet.  Thi s  fac tsheet was deve l oped in  2019.  

The Independent Children’s Lawyer may be paid 
for by the parents or Legal Aid.  

 

Sometimes, each parent will be asked to pay a 
financial contribution towards some of the costs 
of the Independent Children’s Lawyer.  

 

It will depend on the financial situation of each 

parent. 

Who pays for an Independent 
Children’s Lawyer? 


